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FRIENDS,

It is an exciting time for the University
of Florida Department of Pediatrics
and UF Health Shands Children’s
Hospital. As we continue to expand
and hire expertly trained faculty
who are devoted to high-quality
patient care, research and education,
our pediatric programs continue to
flourish. In this report, we share some
of our research and initiatives that
help make us a major destination for
children worldwide with complex
medical issues requiring specialized
attention.
In addition to the outstanding
care provided at UF Health Shands
Children’s Hospital and our pediatric
specialty practices, we also have
four pediatric primary care locations
throughout Gainesville, Florida.
We truly offer the full spectrum of
pediatric services.
One of our major goals at the UF
Department of Pediatrics is to train the
next generation of superb clinicians,
physician-scientists and leaders for
our field. We pride ourselves on our
progressive teaching models that
produce graduates who are among the
most productive leaders throughout
the United States and abroad.
Another goal is to focus on our
research. The UF Department of
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Pediatrics ranks No. 28 among
pediatrics departments at public
universities in funding from the
National Institutes of Health, or
NIH, and we have seen a 52 percent
increase in funding over the past five
years. Federal funding, in addition
to private foundation funding and
state contract funding, allows us to
provide state-of-the-art care and
innovative therapies for children
whose families put their trust in us.
UF Health Shands Children’s
Hospital is recognized by U.S. News
& World Report as one of the best
children’s hospitals in the nation.
We know this would not be possible
without the dedication from our
staff, trainees and faculty who are
devoted to problem-solving care
and continue to make remarkable
things happen for our patients.
Thank you for taking the time to
review our 2017 UF Health Pediatric
Progress Report.
Sincerely,
Scott A. Rivkees, MD
Professor and Chair
Department of Pediatrics
UF College of Medicine
Physician-in-Chief
UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital







PEDIATRIC ENDOCRINOLOGY
UF HEALTH PEDIATRIC ENDOCRINOLOGY

Empowering children and families to live a better today
and a brighter tomorrow.
At UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital, our pediatric endocrinology team, led by Michael Haller, MD, is
dedicated to providing the highest quality of compassionate, state-of-the-art care for children and families affected
by diabetes and other endocrine disorders. Our team includes eight UF board-certified pediatric endocrinologists,
three certified diabetes educators, two advanced registered nurse practitioners, registered dietitians, pediatric
psychologists and pediatric endocrinology fellows. We provide a variety of programs for children, teens and
young adults with Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes, lipid disorders and obesity, in addition to bringing together
multidisciplinary care teams in transgender health, Turner syndrome and thyroid disorders.
Our pediatric diabetes and endocrinology program at UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital is ranked No. 23 in
the nation by U.S. News & World Report.

National advocacy leadership in pediatric endocrinology
• UF is home to past presidents of the American Diabetes Association and the Pediatric Endocrine Society.
• We have faculty on multiple NIH and foundation review panels.
• Two UF faculty rank in the top 10 most-cited authors in pediatric diabetes internationally.

Stemming the tide in pediatric obesity and providing multidisciplinary
care for transgender health and Turner syndrome
• We offer pediatric patients individualized programs that show BMI reductions.
• We provide an expert team of pediatric endocrinologists, psychologists and
psychiatrists for transgender and gender nonconforming youth.
• Our Turner syndrome program is one of the only centers in the southeastern
United States.

Pediatric thyroid disorders
• We offer treatment of common and complex thyroid disorders, including
hypothyroidism, Graves disease and thyroid cancer.
• We have internally-renowned physicians in this area, including the chairman
of the department of pediatrics, Dr. Scott Rivkees.
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PEDIATRIC GENE THERAPY
THE EVOLUTION OF GENE THERAPY AT UF

Developing new therapeutic strategies for the treatment
of pediatric diseases.
The UF Powell Gene Therapy Center has been instrumental in the development of newer, safer agents for the
delivery of therapeutic genes to patients with genetic diseases. New programs are extending the use of the harmless
adeno-associated virus, or AAV, which is used as a carrier for therapeutic genes in a wide variety of pediatric
conditions which significantly impact the health of children. There is a specific focus in the program to several
debilitating neurological and neuromuscular diseases.
The following shows the progression of gene therapy research at UF and how the center has been a pioneer in
several ways, including the following:
• Discovery of the unique life cycle of AAV
MEET THE DIRECTOR
by Kenneth Berns, MD, PhD
• First use of AAV to deliver genes to cells in culture
by Nicholas Muzyczka, PhD
• First use of AAV in animals and humans
by Terence Flotte, MD
• First use of AAV in models of muscle and heart disease
by Barry Byrne, MD, PhD
• First use of AAV to reverse blindness in dogs with a genetic disease
by Bill Hauswirth, MD



OVERVIEW

+
FRIEDREICH’S
ATAXIA

+
CLINICAL
TRIALS

UF Health 2017 Pediatric Progress Report | UFHealth.org/kids



PEDIATRIC HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY
UF HEALTH PEDIATRIC HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY

Helping children to live out their dreams by protecting tomorrow’s
futures, today.
UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital is ranked by U.S. News & World Report among the nation’s best, and
our pediatric cancer program is the only nationally ranked program in Florida. This recognition, combined
with an overall mission to care for and support our patients and families, leads to advanced treatment with a
personalized touch from our pediatric hematology/oncology team.
Our pediatric hematology/oncology specialists are dedicated to providing advanced, compassionate care for
children with blood diseases and cancer. In addition to groundbreaking research and acclaimed physicians, UF
Health’s pediatric hematology/oncology program offers a full spectrum of services and is dedicated to delivering
the highest level of care for cancer and blood disorders in infants, children, adolescents and young adults.
Today, nearly 90 percent of children with cancer can be cured. Through
education and research, we want to see that survival continue to rise. The
families who come to us for innovative treatment are met with unrivaled
personal care and patient-centered service. Our clinical services include
everything from treating sickle cell disease to a hemophilia and hemostasis
treatment center to integrative medicine. In this report, we would like
to highlight our research and work with pediatric sarcomas, pediatric
neuro-oncology diagnoses, leukemia and lymphoma, and bone marrow
transplants.

MEET THE CHIEF
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NEONATOLOGY
SMALL PATIENTS,
Neonatal Sepsis
BIG MEDICAL NEEDS

James L. Wynn, MD, is an associate professor of pediatrics and experimental medicine at UF. His research on neonatal sepsis sets us apart
from other academic health centers, as he leads research efforts that push children’s medical care forward. He collaborates with other medical
professionals around the country and the world, and his innovative studies are aimed at identifying new methods of treatment that will improve
neonatal sepsis outcomes including survival.

NICU team provides lifeline for some
of our most vulnerable patients
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PEDIATRIC NEUROMUSCULAR DISEASES
UF HEALTH PEDIATRIC NEUROMUSCULAR DISEASE

Creating a strong foundation for caring for children with
neuromuscular disorders.
The foundation for taking good care of a child with a particular disorder is having an excellent team
involved. This includes not only physicians but also other clinical staff across multiple disciplines.
At UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital, our pediatric neuromuscular disease program has two
fellowship-trained pediatric neuromuscular specialists, which is rare in the United States, and the
quality of our faculty and residency program is unmatched in Florida.
Our neurology and neurosurgery programs at UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital are ranked
among the best in the nation by U.S. News & World Report.

MEET OUR FELLOWSHIP-TRAINED PEDIATRIC
NEUROMUSCULAR SPECIALISTS
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+
UF HEALTH
SHANDS
CHILDREN’S
HOSPITAL
NATIONALLY
RANKED IN
SIX MEDICAL
SPECIALTIES
FOR 2017-18


UF Health 2017 Pediatric Progress Report | UFHealth.org/kids

